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M. DE LA TOURNELLE, French Consul in Danzig,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Danzig, April 5, 1939.

ON two occasions, during the second fortnight in the month of
March, the constitution of the Free City appeared to be in danger,
in the first instance owing to the action of the Reich, and then to the
activity of the Danzig National-Socialists, and it seemed that the
carrying out of this threat might have the most serious reactions on
German-Polish relations.

The development of the  crisis,   as seen from  Danzig,   was as

follows:

The High Commissioner of the League of Nations, on his way
from Geneva, broke his journey in Berlin on the 12th and 13th of
March. He was not received by Herr von Ribbentrop, as he had
hoped to be, but personal friends in the Wilhelmstrasse advised him
"to remain only a very short time in the Free City to avoid exposing
himself to most serious inconvenience." So M. Burckhardt, returning
on March 14, left again on the 17th for Switzerland to give a verbal
report at once to the Committee of Three.

I myself learned that arms had been transported daily since the
end of February from Elbing to the barracks of the Schutzpolizei, that
on the 13th and 14th of March about 500 officers and non-commissioned
officers from East Prussia had reconnoitred first the road from Elbing
to Danzig, then possible battlefields, and finally that in the schools
elocution lessons were given to the very young on the words, "We
thank our Fiihrer." The population was instructed on March 16 not
to discontinue the street decoration ordered for March 15 to celebrate
the setting up of the Protectorate in Bohemia^ and Moravia.

The local Polish authorities seemed to me to be surprised and
bewildered by the imminence and the gravity of the danger threaten-
ing their interests. I also had the impression that they had been
waiting in vain for some days for instructions from their Government,
although there could no longer be any doubt as to the action that
Germany was preparing here. However, from March 17 onwards,
it was observed that Polish troops were being rushed to the frontiers
of the Territory; war material, coming from Tczew and bound for
Gdynia, passed through Danzig station every night, and about 25th
March batteries of field-artillery took up their position at Orlowo,
between Zoppot and Gdynia.

Whether the Reich had delayed action too long, or whether it had
desired to act only with the assent of Warsaw, it was henceforth
impossible for the Wehrmacht to enter Danzig without fighting.

It was then that the local militiamen, exasperated by this futile
waiting, decided to organize a ptitsch. It was to be carried out on
March 29 at midday. A rehearsal was held the night before at the
same hour, groups of S.A. and S.S. making a show of occupying the